FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Citizens for a Sustainable Water Plan Request State, Army Corps Halt Plans for New Pipeline and Dam at Ragged Mountain Natural Area

Charlottesville, VA – April 12, 2011

A local group of concerned citizens has requested the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Virginia's State Water Control Board halt current plans by the Rivanna Water and Sewer Authority to build a new earthen dam and uphill pipeline.  The request letters are available at www.cvillewater.info. 

Citizens for a Sustainable Water Plan (CSWP) has been steadfast – dredge first, dam later.  

Using RWSA's own population growth projections, the Charlottesville and Albemarle County Urban Service Area has all the water we need for at least 40 years if the South Fork Rivanna Reservoir is dredged to restore capacity.  

The Urban Service Area consistently uses approximately 20 percent less water today than in 2000, even though new development continues throughout the area.  According to the 2010 Census, total County population went up 17.5% and the City grew by 8.4%.  A significant part of reduced water use is attributed to water-saving toilets, shower head and faucets, and high efficiency appliances.  

Detailed surveying of the bottom of the South Fork Rivanna Reservoir, done last year by RWSA as part of a City-funded investigation, found significantly less sediment accumulation in the reservoir than the RWSA estimated in the early 2000s.  This means the reservoir already contains significantly more water capacity than previously thought.  

Apart from less total sediment to be dredged, we also now know that dredging will cost dramatically less than the RWSA estimated a few years ago.  And the cost could go even lower, when the RWSA issues a performance-based request for proposal.
CSWP has continually questioned the extent of public need for the proposed project.  We have asked our elected officials to make decisions based on new studies and new data that call into question the validity of the justification for the project.  

An online petition calling on City Council to prioritize dredging first has more than 350 signatories and the total number is growing daily. (The petition can be accessed through www.cvillewater.info.) 

More

Of critical concern to us and many citizens in the area is the unnecessary destruction of more than 2 miles of streams and more than 2.5 acres of wetlands.  In addition, approximately 200 acres of diverse, mature hardwood trees would be clear cut to make way for the higher water level behind the new dam.

CSWP also informed the Federal and State regulators that significant objections to the authorized activity were not considered earlier.  We have requested a public hearing to ensure that the public interest is adequately considered.

In accordance with federal and state regulations, CSWP has asked the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the State Water Control Board to suspend, terminate, reevaluate, modify, or revoke the permits issued to the Rivanna Water and Sewer Authority to build a new dam and uphill pipeline.  

Among the several reasons for the requests are the following:
· The permittee’s failure in the application or during the permit issuance process to fully disclose all relevant facts, or the misrepresentation of any relevant facts.
· New information about water use in the Urban Service Area has become available that would have justified the application of different permit conditions.

· A new projected water demand analysis is being conducted by RWSA and is expected to show material and substantial change in the projected water use which was the basis for the permitted project.

· New information about the current capacity of the South Fork Rivanna Reservoir, the rate of sedimentation, the anticipated post-dredge capacity, and the cost of dredging has become available that would have justified the application of different permit conditions
Citizens for a Sustainable Water Plan will hold a press conference at 11 a.m. on Thursday, April 14, in front of City Hall.    
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