   The Piedmont Group of the Sierra Club requests that the following statement of its position on reservoir stewardship be included in the Rivanna Reservoir Task Force report.  The Piedmont Group believes that inclusion of varying opinions in reports is important to sound public processes.  Sincerely, Wren Olivier, representative of the Piedmont Group of the Sierra Club to the Rivanna Reservoir Stewardship Task Force

 

--- start of Sierra Club position statement ----

 

A stated purpose of the South Fork Rivanna Reservoir Stewardship Task Force is to assess the benefits of the Reservoir and to recommend measures to preserve its benefits to the community. The Piedmont Group of the Sierra Club notes that since this Reservoir was constructed over forty years ago, the primary benefit has been the provision of water to the Albemarle-Charlottesville urban community. This benefit will be lost without capacity-restoring dredging.

The Piedmont Group of the Sierra Club recommends a study of the costs and feasibility of dredging the Rivanna Reservoir to restore its original water storage capacity be conducted. Possibly excessive estimates of the cost of dredging provided during development of the current water plan may have led to the mistaken rejection of dredging of the Rivanna Reservoir as the primary means of providing long term water supply. 

The adopted water plan, which does not include capacity-restoring dredging, has significant environmental and economic costs. Many members of the public and our organization believe that the adopted water plan should be reconsidered. The Task Force should recommend such a study of capacity-restoring so that decision-makers involved in long term water planning can make informed choices that serve the public interest.

The Piedmont Group of the Sierra Club rejects the notion that stewardhip of the Rivanna Reservoir should be based on the assumption that the reservoir will function primarily as a 'water park' or some other form of cultural asset. 

---end of Sierra Club Position statement ----

