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November 13, 2008

To: The South Fork Rivanna Reservoir Stewardship Task Force

The Board of Directors  of the Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District (TJSWCD) is sending this letter in response to your request for input related to "community expectations for the future of the South Fork Rivanna Reservoir" (SFRR).  Although not represented on the Task Force, the TJSWCD has important responsibilities, expertise, and programs that affect the quantity and quality of water within the Rivanna watershed and other waterways.  

The TJSWCD Board of Directors includes two members elected to their office from the City of Charlottesville and two from Albemarle County.  These Board members and members from other jurisdictions recommend that the feasibility of dredging the SFRR be re-considered, and if found feasible, that the restored capacity of the reservoir be factored into the long term water supply plan.  If the SFRR Stewardship Task Force recommends dredging as a means of maintaining the reservoir, we hope that the County, City and Rivanna Water and Sewer Authority will take full advantage of the programs and services of the TJSWCD to help maintain the reservoir's capacity well into the future.  Riparian forest buffer easements, agricultural technical and financial assistance, and expertise regarding innovative stormwater management techniques are just some examples of ways in which the TJSWCD can contribute to minimizing future deposits of sediment in the reservoir.

While we were considering this response, the Charlottesville City Council approved a scope of work for an "Expert Panel Water Supply Plan Review" (November 3, 2008) that reflects our view that "an expert review of the major elements of the local Community Water Supply Plan" should be done before construction work on the proposed dam at Ragged Mountain proceeds.  Given our expertise and programming with respect to sediment control, we have particular interest in item #2.c. of the proposed scope of work related to a dredging feasibility study. 

We have included a copy of the scope of work approved by the City Council with this letter and encourage you to consider this letter in conjunction with that document.

Sincerely,

Nick Evans, Chairman
Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District


706G Forest Street, Charlottesville VA  22903


Tel: (434) 975-0224   Fax: (434) 975-1367
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